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Tea Time Morse - September 2021 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the latest Tea Time Morse update. 

 

Firstly, thank you to David M0WDD for producing the last couple of columns 

and it was good to see an alternative view of the sessions and tips for            

learning or improving one's understanding of the code. David has embarked 

on a further course of study for a CW OPs qualification so has asked me to 

step in to produce this edition. Hopefully, he will be back next time to fill you 

all in with his latest activities. 

 

It's sobering to think an idea casually dreamed up at a meeting could develop 

into a Morse code net which is used by many to help learn and improve their 

understanding and use of this ancient art. It's not just members of our society 

who have benefitted, but operators around the country who either just listen 

or join in with the nets. Some are anxious to learn and have used the time at 

home to do just that, whereas others love the sound of Morse code drifting 

across the airwaves and are content to just spend an hour in our company 

with nothing more than a mug of tea and a jammy dodger. 

 

In fact looking at the statistics, it's incredible to think that as I type we have 

just passed 520 sessions. I don't think either Bernard G3SHF or Tom 

M0DCG anticipated the sessions growing into what is now an institution with 

only a handful of blank days since that first session on the 22nd March 2020, 

the day before the first lockdown came into force. So, if I may I'll throw in a 

few more notable statistics. 

 

 Number of sessions (as at 7th September 2021):        521 

 Total Number of Participants:      53 

 Non Member Participants:       44 

 

SRS Members who have participated: 

 

 Bernard G3SHF 

 Tom M0DCG 

 David M0WDD 

 Chris 2E0KJC/M7CJK 
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 Keith M0JYP/2E0JPY 

 Jamie M1JSC 

 Evan M0TJU 

 Jeff M0IKI 

 And myself Nigel G0RXA 

 

Regular Non member participants: 

 

 Mike M6MPC/2E0MPC - Tintwistle 

 Dave G0LZL - Partington 

 Mitch G4WPS - Tarleton 

 Chris G5VZ - Pontefract 

 Eric G0OTE - Bourne 

 Kevin G4JKO - Nr Blackpool 

 

.....and there are others who have joined us on more than one occasion. As 

for listeners, well, who knows but I am aware of SRS members Elaine 

2E1BVS and Bob G4GDG being regulars either direct or using the Jodrell 

Bank Websdr facility. Then there's Phil G0BVD in north Devon, a regular  

listener plus Simon M0AAV nr London. Simon has now left us for a stint in 

Singapore but suggested he would listen when he could. 

 

An aim of the group has been to ensure that as much as possible a net takes 

place daily on 3.564MHz. Whilst there have been a handful of blank days, we 

have been very grateful to be able to call on the services of others to ensure 

the aim is met. 

 

Chris 2E0KJC and David M0WDD have, where possible, made themselves 

available to run the nets and have done a sterling job doing so. In fact, David 

was the man who was lucky enough to be in the chair for the 500th edition 

which took place on Sunday 15th August. With the usual crew being absent 

and Chris 2E0KJC not being available, David took on the task of running the 

net on his own for the first time. Ably assisted by Mitch G4WPS, Chris G5VZ 

and Evan M0TJU he successfully added this milestone event to the record 

books. 
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We couldn't let this achievement go unmarked or unrecognised. So, to thank 

David for his help, he and the participants in the 500th net each received a 

special certificate acknowledging the landmark event. A fitting tribute I think 

and something to grace their respective walls.. 

 

But, there is something else we must thank both Chris and David for, and 

that's the evolution of the daily sessions into a genuine net.  

 

Since they began the aim was to provide a vehicle for those interested to 

learn and/or improve their morse code skill. A formal structure was adopted 

with differing speeds and make up of the sections with time allowed at the 

end for callers to call in. However, when running the sessions Chris and   

David changed the style to one of a genuine net by inviting callers to "check 

in" in a similar way to the society's VHF sessions. This proved to be               

successful, so much so it has influenced a change in the way the sessions 

are now run.  

 

The sessions still form a basic QSO between two members but now feature 

the following. 

 

Slow Morse Session 6 wpm - text 

   10 wpm - letters, numbers & punctuation 

 

  



22 

This usually lasts between 15 to 20 minutes, then after it's conclusion the 

person in the chair will open a net and invite callers to "check in" as did Chris 

and David. As a result of this change we have seen a number of new and 

regular callers "check-in".  

 

Most notably there's Mitch G4WPS from Tarleton, 

north east of Southport. He first joined us a while 

back but more recently has become a regular caller, 

as has Eric G0OTE who hails from Bourne in          

Lincolnshire. Aged 92, he is still able to call in until 

directed otherwise by his better half. 

 

So, what of the future? Well, the sessions will           

continue on a daily basis occupying 3.564MHz 

where a “cult” following has been established. 

There have been talks of expanding the sessions 

into the evening using 6 Metres and whilst tests 

have established these are viable, no formal plans have been laid down yet.  

 

So, to conclude this piece, would a six metre net interest you? Have you 

thought of joining the current sessions but not got around to doing so? Is 

there anything we could do to help you? If there is anything you want to ask 

or if you just want to make a comment about the sessions or a signal report, 

please email morse@g8srs.co.uk and we'll get back to you. 

 

So, until next time, thank you for joining us and we look forward to welcoming 

you to the net sometime soon.  

 

73's from the Tea Time Morse crew. 

 

Teatime Morse with Bernard & Tom 

 

Days: Daily unless specified   Time: 4pm local time 

Frequency: 3.564 MHz +/- QRM Email: morse@g8srs.co.uk 

SRS info phone: 07506 904422  

 

SRS Morse page: https://www.g8srs.co.uk/morse/ 

Jodrell Bank Websdr: https://www.g0xbu.co.uk/websdr/jodrell-websdr-info-

page 
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